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Ex-Detective 


Tells of Talks 
With Ray 

Washington 

A former Scotland Yard detec- 
tive told Congress yesterday he was 
convinced that James Earl Ray 
murdered Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. because Ray was a ‘‘racist’' who 
thought he would become a nation- 
al heiro by slaying a black leader. 

Retired Chief Inspector Alex- 
ander Eist, however, acknowledged 
that ^y “never really told me he 
pulled the trigger” killing King in 
Memphis, Tenn., on April 4, 1968. 

Tjhe British detective, now a 
pub heeper, told the House assassi- 
nations committee of his conversa- 
tions with Ray while guarding him 
In a , prison cell after Ray was 
arrested at London’s Heathrow Air- 
port in June, 1968. 

The committee reconvened 
yesterday for the first of several 
days' testimony on the King slay- 
ing. 


Chairman Louis Stokes (Dem- 
Ohio) warned at the opening of the 
final phase of the committee's twin 
investigations that its report may 
not contain all the answers to the 
questions that have swirled for 
years around the Kennedy and 
king assassinations. 

Ray testified for four days in 
October, claiming that the King 
assassination was actually carried 
out by others, including a mysteri- 
ous figure known only as Raoul 
whose existence has never been 
proved. 

Eist, 49, said that Ray at first 
did not want to say anything after 
his arrest on a false passport and 
handgun charge. 

But during his wrecks in custo- 
dy, Ray became more conversation- 
al and told Eist he was trying to get 
to Africa “to kill some more blacks. 
It was very obvious to me he was 
anti-black — the derogatoiy^ terms 
he used — - nigger/' Eist said. 

“He never really told me he 
pulled the trigger {on King) hut in 
fact told me he had thrown the gun 
away and was worried about his 
fingerprints on it/' Eist said. 


The panel is to release a report 
on the King case and the murder of 
President Kennedy in Dallas, Nov. 
22, 1963, by the middle of next 
montli- The panel goes out of 
business at year's end. 



